Notice on Issuing Interim Regulations for Colleges and Universities to Require International Students to Purchase Insurance
The education departments (or education commissions) of all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central Government, 
To meet the needs of rapid development of overseas studying in China，and better the study environment for international students, the Department has formulated Interim Regulations for Colleges and Universities to Require International Students to Purchase Insurance(hereinafter referred to as Insurance Regulation), which is hereby issued to you and shall be strictly implemented.
Requiring international students to purchase medical insurance is a common practice in the world. Due to the different compensation coverage of medical insurance purchased by international students from their home countries’ insurance companies and the companies’ not establishing representative offices in students’ target countries of studying abroad, complication in settlement of claims may be caused and there is even no settlement of claims. Therefore, currently, an overwhelming majority of developing countries in the world require international students to purchase medical insurance in their target countries of studying abroad. 
In September 1999, the Ministry of Education began to buy Student’s Life Insurance, Additional Student’s Accidental Injury Medical Insurance, and Student’s Hospitalization Medical Insurance for international students under Chinese Government Scholarship Program (called Comprehensive Insurance for international students in China). The experience shows that requiring international students to purchase insurance in the Chinese Mainland before their enrollment is one necessary measure to ensure their benefits and better their study and work environment in China.
The education departments (or education commissions), from the perspective of maintaining campus stability and social stability, shall study and understand the significance of Insurance Regulations and realize that insurance for international students is an important component of colleges, universities and  the government’s work in maintaining stability, handling emergency, safeguarding lawful rights and interests of international students as well as bettering the study and work environment for international students in China.
Colleges and Universities are required to establish close cooperation with selected insurance companies. From this September to the time of issuing Admission Guide, practical and convenient rules and regulations (contracts) must be formulated and included in Admission Guide for 2008-2009 academic year. 
Timely feedback is welcome.
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Department of International Cooperation and Exchanges, Ministry of Education
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Cc:  Consular Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Bureau of Exit and Entry Administration of the Ministry of Public Security

Interim Regulations for Colleges and Universities to Require International Students to Purchase Insurance
1. To meet the needs of rapid development of overseas studying in China, better the study environment for international students, maintain campus stability, perfect emergency-handling system, and safeguard lawful rights and interests of international students, these regulations are formulated.

2. From the 2008-2009 academic year, colleges and universities shall require international students whose period of study in China lasts up to six months to purchase group comprehensive insurance in the Chinese mainland as the necessary document for their enrollment. Colleges and universities are free to decide whether students staying less than six months in China should purchase insurance of this kind or not.
3. To make sure international students from the same college or university have the same insurance and protection，colleges and universities shall choose one of the life insurance companies approved by China Insurance Regulatory Commission and select one of the group comprehensive insurances which contain the following articles：
1） Life Insurance (death or disability compensation); the insurance amount for death shouldn’t be less than RMB 100，000.
2）Accidental Injury Medical Insurance; the insurance amount shouldn’t be less than RMB 10,000. 
3）Hospitalization Medical Insurance; the insurance amount shouldn’t be less than RMB 400,000. 

4. The policy of personal life insurance will not be considered as a document for enrollment and resident permit application.
5. Colleges and universities shall categorize international students’ insurance affairs as one of their administrative work and assign administrative units and personnel who shall make an accurate record of the name，telephone number, and fax number of the insurance agent from the selected insurance company so as to facilitate students in getting a claim settlement when necessary.
6. Insurance for international students in primary and middle schools should be handled in accordance with this Notice. 

