
Regulations on Enrollment of International Students by the HSK Certificate
                December 26th, 1995    

           No. 68 [1995] of the General Office of the Ministry of Education
Article 1

These Regulations are formulated in accordance with China’s Guidelines for the Chinese Proficiency Test (HSK) and other documents on the enrollment of international students by regular Chinese institutes of higher learning.
Article 2

Foreigners who will apply for admission to an undergraduate program in a regular Chinese institute of higher learning shall sit for the HSK and obtain an HSK certificate with a minimum grade required.
Article 3

Applicants to enroll in an undergraduate major shall have an HSK certificate with a minimum grade required as follows.
1) Applicants for majors in Chinese Literature, Chinese History, Chinese Philosophy or Traditional Chinese Medicine & Pharmacology shall get an HSK certificate of the intermediate level with a C or above;
2) Applicants for other majors (including the Chinese Major) shall get an HSK certificate of the primary level with a C or above
Article 4 
The HSK certificate is valid for 2 years from its issuance date.
Article 5 
Applicants who meet the requirement stipulated in Article 3 and other entrance requirements are eligible to apply directly to a regular Chinese institute of higher learning for admission to an undergraduate major.
Article 6

Applicants, who have not sat for the HSK or do not meet the requirements stipulated in Article 3, can apply for an intensive Chinese training program offered by some competent universities. Once an applicant gets the HSK certificate required upon the completion of the training, he or she is eligible to apply for an undergraduate major.
Article 7 
An applicant, who has not learned Chinese, shall in general enroll in an intensive Chinese training program for a period of: 
1) two years if he/she will apply for undergraduate majors in Chinese Literature, Chinese History, Chinese Philosophy or Traditional Chinese Medicine & Pharmacology; 
2) one year if he/she will apply for other undergraduate majors (including the Chinese Major).
An applicant with a certain mastery of Chinese can accordingly enroll in a shorter Chinese training program.
Article 8
If an applicant does not get the HSK certificate required after taking the Chinese training courses, he/she shall continue the training until they get it. For some special cases, an applicant can be enrolled as a student on probation on the condition that he/she gets approval from the Foreign Affairs Department of the State Education Commission if he/she is on the Chinese Government Scholarship, or gets approval from the education department of the province, autonomous region or municipality directly under the Central Government if he/she is not on the Chinese Government Scholarship. Students on probation shall get the HSK certificate required within one year after they start their major learning; if they get the HSK certificate required and pass their major-related courses, they can be officially admitted to the undergraduate major and the credits of the courses learned will be recognized; if they fail to pass the HSK, their schooling will be discontinued.
Article 9
If the Chinese competence of an enrolled applicant cannot meet the requirements for specialized learning of a university, albeit with an HSK certificate required, the university shall offer special Chinese training courses to him/her to improve his/her Chinese.

Article 10
Foreigners who will apply for a 2 to 3-year non- degree program at a regular Chinese institute of higher learning shall meet the Chinese proficiency requirements for undergraduates stipulated in these Regulations.
Article 11

For foreigners who will apply for a Master’s or a doctoral degree at a regular Chinese institute of higher learning,

1) if Chinese is used as the teaching language of the program, they shall meet the Chinese proficiency requirements for undergraduates stipulated in these Regulations.
2) if a foreign language is used as the teaching language of the program, the Chinese proficiency requirements are not mandatory, but their degree-related thesis/dissertation shall in principle be written in Chinese, and the abstract of the thesis/dissertation shall be written in Chinese.
Article 12

These Regulations shall come into effect from the 1996/1997 academic year.
Notice of the General Office of the Ministry of Education on Enrollment of International Students by their New HSK Score Reports
                 (No. 2[2010] of the General Office of the Ministry of Education)

The education departments (or education commissions) of all provinces, autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the Central Government, the Education Bureau of Xinjiang Production and Construction Corps,

In order to meet the needs of development of Chinese teaching in the world, Hanban/Confucius Institute Headquarters has introduced new HSK exam papers (hereinafter referred to as New HSK, as distinct from HSK which is still working). According to the statistic analysis on the trial and first exams, the passing score 180 of New HSK Level 4, 5, 6 corresponds respectively to the HSK certificate of the primary, intermediate, and advanced levels with a C.
Considering that New HSK and HSK will run parallel for a period of time, to maintain the continuity of Regulations on the Enrollment of International Students by the HSK Certificate (No. 68[1995] 68 of the General Office of the Ministry of Education), the related matters hereby are notified as follows: 

1. International students with either New HSK Score Reports or HSK Certificates may register undergraduate majors. 

2. The passing score 180 of Level 4 of New HSK, temporarily considered as a C of the primary level, is the minimum requirement for preparatory students upon the completion of the first year of foundation courses before they proceed to study Science, Engineering, Agriculture, Medicine (Traditional Chinese Medicine excluded) under Chinese Government Scholarship Program. Based on this, Colleges and universities are free to set requirements for self-funded students.

3. Colleges and universities are free to decide whether international students shall take New HSK or HSK.

4. Upon receipt of this Notice, forward it to the subordinate colleges and universities.

General Office of the Ministry of Education
June 28th, 2010

